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Attorneys at Law
EDITOR’S NOTE

Rather incredibly - to me —the Consortium Standards Bulletin  begins its fourth full year of
publication with this issue.

Much has changed in the intervening time. But it's also surprising how much has not, as you
can see from the editorial in the December 2002 Inaugural Issue, which was titled "IPR Policies:
a Call to (Lay Down) Arms." That editorial refers to private litigation involving alleged abuses of
the JEDEC standards process by memory technology company Rambus, and an investigation
into the same course of conduct that was then about to be launched against the same company
by the Federal Trade Commission.

While Rambus settled one suit against
s oo Infineon last year, its legal action against
a number of other companies continue to
grind on, as does the FTC proceeding.
Eduostal: |PREOUCIES: A GALL 10 LAY OWH) AFMS And the terms of IPR policies continue to

Harrbus foes mfingan e palanl mmngeman, rh nedn suek Rambos for sbue of the JEDEC
slandards process, The Fedenal Trade Core Gpans AN imeelgalion apaest Rambus fr be the source of as much. or more
Alandands procese abuse, and canaidais mdugl i gradaless 1o regulale 1he Handaids ’ !

pracasa Mearwhia, ihe mambecs of scores of consomhia are haggng o thes sbeleciual propary Content|0n than ever. Were we to run our

pobizigs. b thes sny way 10 mun 8 condensus-based pracaas? OF courds nal. A& lims far the

INALUGLUIRAL ISSUE

alsndandy ndusiry 10 agree on 4 Stesdaed R Pobey. Prin This Al @[1F) fII’St edItOI’Ia| tOday W|th Only faCtua|
Foaturad Nows Story: 5TANDARDS COME OF AGE: CI0 MAGAZINE INCLUDES DERNERS updating, it would still (regrettably) make
LEE AND SCHELL 1N "0 WEG MADE IT FOSSHILE" AWARDS Y

Wit -.I-:-ITuu Ebe-l*-e«-s-Lee. EiIE(IU' al W3 '-r-‘:?'*r,.' Schel, F"P:-i.‘-?:" of OpenGls Consorium, as mUCh sense now as It dld then'

sleer and Scall

hawn in comean vl Ditipnpres B4) Getes, Mchasl Oall, Lary Efison, Loy G
Mchizaly? CI0 Magazing pul tiém 4l m the calagory of the 20 mog) miuestisl indradusle in

ralibrag il mrsaiaon hnslony revelulion. In 1l ihe CID eddtes i lj d 1he wial el 1 1
e e L g ey e et But times: have changed while the CSB
has been bringing you the news, and in

Tromds: CONSOMTIA MERGE A% 1T BURGEDS AEMAIN TIGHT

£ cormoitien, ke &e mambars, has 1o maran & steng value progasition in order Bo siteacd snd some cases, for the better In that same
hold mambers Due to budgetary pressures and {he evilulinn of The marketplece, & wivn of . . . X
consaldatan is cantinuing a5 consoria compete foe scarce membership dodars. P This Ak editorial | called for the fO”OW|ng
ri:ﬁ:::.c:.:%:.';ho;;g—; larachs ﬁ:—w; Dwekng t.;qna:lphnlzl:k_::m;s H‘::\}:Ir, and w||l|'|n‘:1||u Whlat's needed IS for the |ndU"Stry to have
Imnmlll anal Standards ,.5,;\- ﬁ."n..‘:."::llﬁal:.h;i; ol 10 i :l,'n-P mimais '\'r:hj-::u,lp in slandands a ConStItUtl_onaI Con\_/entlon_ to . set a
work;. and mare Ping This Anicle FOF) standard policy - a policy which will have

alternative terms for a limited number of
situations where alternatives are truly needed, but also a well-articulated rationale for each
alternative, stating where and why that alternative is appropriate. It's time for the industry to
compromise once, and agree many times thereafter. Once this is accomplished, the industry
can get back to the far more important business of standard setting, rather than arguing about
how to do it.

Indeed, an ABA subcommittee has now been toiling for more than a year to create just such a
document. In another favorable development, a number of companies are advocating for more
stringent standard setting disclosure rules — and even for early discussion of licensing terms,
which the U.S. Department of Justice has signaled it would find to be pro-competitive under the
antitrust laws, if properly managed. The reason? Even IT companies with the largest patent
portfolios have come to realize that good standards can be worth more to them than the
licensing revenue of their own patents.
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So as we look forward to 2006, there are reasons for encouragement as well as frustration. But
in this issue, we look backward, and present what | think were the most significant events,
issues organizations (and more) from the year just ended.

This issue's Editorial expands on this evaluation, concluding that while 2005 was a difficult year
marred by a lack of cooperation in all too many venues, ultimately the successes outnumbered
the failures, regardless of the amount of stomach lining consumed in the process.

Recognizing the futility of summarizing all of the important stories, or even trends, of 2005, this
month's Feature Article focuses instead on what | believe to have been most newsworthy in
the year just ended.

This issue also includes my annual News Sources Awards , this time in several additional
categories as well. I've appreciated the good work of the hundreds of standards organizations,
open source projects, news services, individual journalists, community sites and bloggers that
together have helped to get out and analyze the news. Accordingly, the awards are my way of
providing some small measure of recognition to those that I thought did the best job of raising
the profile of standards, and explaining to their readers why standards matter.

Next, you will see Our Year in Review, being a brief overview of some of the things that have
been happening this year here at Consortiuminfo.org, followed by this month's selection from
the Standards Blog (relating to our Standards Story of the Year). The issue closes with a less
serious entry from Consider This...

All in all, it's been an extremely active year in the world of standards, and therefore an equally
busy year at Consortiuminfo.org. In light of the expanded activities at the site, I've decided to
set the CSB calendar for 2006 at ten issues instead of twelve, omitting the August and
December issues. This will provide time at this end to catch up on other site projects, not to
mention extra time with my family, separate from my ever-present wireless-enabled laptop.

So as you read this issue looking backward, | hope that you are looking forward to the New
Year, and to what lies ahead. Whatever that may be, I'll personally look forward to doing my
best to investigate it, think about it, and report on it to you here at the CSB.

As always, | hope you enjoy this issue.
Best Regards,
Andrew Updegrove
Editor and Publisher
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