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3 For a brief history of ANSI and the evolution of its mission over time, see ANSI: Historical Overview, at 
http://www.ansi.org/about_ansi/introduction/history.aspx?menuid=1 
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Unfortunately for the Obama 
administration, the nation's bottom up 
standards system is not likely to make 
timely delivery of the standards solution 
demanded by a variety of Obama's 
initiatives. 
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Together, consortia today comprise a 
parallel universe of global (although 
often U.S. industry dominated) SSOs, 
many of which are as process oriented 
and prolific as their traditional peers. 
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ANSI  receives no government funding 
to underwrite its participation in, and 
economic support of, these global and 
regional bodies, and operates on a 
current annual budget of $22 million, 
derived from membership dues, sales of 
standards, and other activities. 
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In order to avoid slowing down the 
achievement of administration goals, 
two new mechanisms would be useful 
for informing and coordinating these 
efforts, one internal, and one external 
to government. 
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Suddenly, McCain©s face falls, as if he 
finally realizes three things all at once: 
the absurd falsehood of the statement 
he has just heard; the role that his own 
campaign has played in bringing this 
woman to her statement; and finally, 
that a man that has repeatedly said that 
he would rather lose a campaign than 
lose a war had somehow seriously lost 
his way. 
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Making the correct decisions will 
require us all to look inside ourselves 
to determine whether what we ask for 
from our government is right and just 
and for the benefit of all, or simply 
hypocritically self-serving, and 
disguised in disinformation of our 
own. 
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