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EDITORG NOTE:

All for the Want of a (Standardized)
Horseshoe Nail
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EDITORIAL:

Technology, Innovation and the Challenge
of the Missing Standards
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The current standards development
infrastructure was never designed to
) create the suites of closely integrated
standards that will be needed to solve
the types of complex problems
embedded in the Obama technology
and innovation agenda
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POLICY:

10 Standards Recommendations for
the Obama Administration
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FEATURE ARTICLE:

Behind the Curve: Addressing the Policy Dependencies
of a@Bottom Up° Standards Infrastructure
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The underlying reality is that the
ambitious promises of the Obama
administration will be dependent upon
the rapid development and deployment
of a great variety of standards and
supporting infrastructure
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3 For a brief history of ANSI and the evolution of its mission over time, see ANSI: Historical Overview, at
http://www.ansi.org/about_ansi/introduction/history.aspx?menuid=1
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Rather than creating the standards
itself, government continues with great
frequency to simply reference the
4 standards that private industry has
developed to serve its own needs.
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Unfortunately  for the  Obama
administration, the nation's bottom up
standards system is not likely to make
timely delivery of the standards solution

demanded by a variety of Obama's
initiatives.
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Together, consortia today comprise a
parallel universe of global (although
often U.S. industry dominated) SSOs,
many of which are as process oriented
and prolific astheir traditional peers.

)
)
B $3
B $
$$
K
4, $"
"6
A 6 B
#$

® For a more in depth description of this topic, see, Updegrove, Andrew, A Proposal to Recognize the Special Status
of "Civil ICT Standards," 6
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Development and use of standards
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ANSI receives no government funding
to underwrite its participation in, and
economic support of, these global and
regional bodies, and operates on a
current annual budget of $22 million,
derived from membership dues, sales of
standards, and other activities.
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In order to avoid slowing down the
achievement of administration goals,
two new mechanisms would be useful
for informing and coordinating these
efforts, one internal, and one external

to government.
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STANDARDS BLOG:

TheLionin Winter —or isit Spring?
Ted Kennedy Addresses the Democratic Convention
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I dealism, it seems, too soon gave way to
cynicism, and those that later preached
similar messages amost always
sounded as if they were only mouthing
the words of ancient songs whose
melody had been long forgotten
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When at last the welcoming cheers died
down, the speech he delivered was brief
- five minutes perhaps. It was heard by
a crowd that seemed barely able to
breathe once he began to speak,
mindful that this opportunity would
likely be their last to see the old lion in
his element and feeling the fire of
inspiration and a goal to be attained.
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And so it does, for us. If we are willing to believe it, too.
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CONSIDER THIS:

#55 All Politicsare Tribal:

The Myth of 20ne Citizen, One Vote®
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http://www.consortiuminfo.org/subscribe/2.php?addentry=1
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THE MONDAY WITNESS:

John M cCain® Elephant Man Moment
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Suddenly, McCain@ face falls, as if he
finally realizes three things all at once:
the absurd falsehood of the statement
he has just heard; the role that his own
campaign has played in bringing this
woman to her statement; and finally,
that a man that has repeatedly said that
he would rather lose a campaign than
lose a war had somehow serioudly lost
his way.
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Making the correct decisions will
require us all to look inside ourselves
to determine whether what we ask for
from our government is right and just
and for the benefit of all, or smply
hypocritically self-serving, and
disguised in disinformation of our
own.
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NEW AT CONSORTIUMINFO.ORG:

The New Look of the News
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