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CONSIDER THIS:

The Constantine Code and
the Missing Standard! ...........ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn. 64




%

EDITOR'S NOTE:

What isthis Thing you Call “FOSS?”’

& %

/0




?7@




.O?“

8998

+ (BO

(

EDITORIAL:

FOSS and Procurement:
Dispersing the Fog of Lobbying War
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It's time for the Obama
Administration to declare its
public support for FOSS
procurement by the federal
agencies
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Only by giving equal
opportunity to FOSS can the
" Obama Administration ensure
that, when it comes to getting
the best deal for the American
public, the best software will
win
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FEATURE ARTICLE:

A Concise Introduction to
Free and Open Source Software
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The FLOSS movement is part
of a broader, socio-political
movement, energized in part
by the ability of the Internet to
enable the sharing of
information and the active
collaboration of people on a
global basis
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What FOSS is not is an
involuntary infringement on
any developer’s rights, a
second best alternative to
proprictary code, or a
security risk to the enterprise
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Like a blueprint, access to
source code provides a means
| by which a software architect
can readily understand and

& change the design of a
program
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To Sallman, software was not
simply a technical tool for
managing or gaining value
from computers, but a
creative work that should
stand on a par with literary
and political works
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Free software is a matter of
liberty, not price
- Richard Sallman
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Frae Soflwarae

Free as in Freedom
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open source
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Unlike Sallman, the OS
founders took what they
believed was a more
pragmatic approach that was
inclusve  of  traditional
business interests
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This lack of early credibility
perhaps was crucial to the
success of FLOSS since it
allowed the FLOSS culture to
grow largely unmolested in
) the dark
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As can be seen, launching and
maintaining a  successful
FOSS project, and
distributing and using the
results, takes place on a
rather  complicated legal

landscape
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B The first open source licenses
4 said little more than “ Do as
you please, but let people
know where this code came
from—and don't sue us.”
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There can be little doubt
that FOSSis here to stay, or
that the commercial
significance of software
developed within the FOSS
will continue to grow.
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STANDARDS BLOG:

Nurturing the Flower of Foss

at the CodePlex Foundation
! 7

The CodePlex Foundation: First Impressions

(and Recommendations)
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The bottom line is that forming a
successful consensus-based
organizations is a bhit like
stepping through the looking
glass — you win by giving things
away
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Further Reflections on the CodePlex Foundation:
The Glass Half Full
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CONSIDER THIS:

#60 The Constantine Code
and the Missing Standard!
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Mosaic of the Emperor Constantine I;
Church of Hagia Sophia, Constantinople
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